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land it owned, which was either leased out or used for cattle-
breeding, and partly from dues of various kinds.

The Code of Hammurabix affected the whole realm, and
the laws therein applied to every temple, no matter what
god or goddess happened to be locally enshrined. Although
Marduk was worshipped at Babylon, at Larsa or Sippar it
was Shamash, at Erech it was Innini or Ishtar the mother-
goddess, in Ur it was Nannar the moon-god, and so on. Each
temple had a staff, varying with its size, which in most cases
included both male and female hierodouloi in its service.

The priestesses and temple women formed several distinct
classes which need some detailed description.

The priestesses were of two kinds, the entu (Nin-Ari) and
the natitu (Sal-Me). Both classes were held in respect, and
the entu (brides of the god) were looked upon as the highest
class in the land. It is not clear if they married mortal
husbands or not, anyway no mention of a father is made. The
natitu were much more numerous and were allowed to marry,
but were not expected to bear children, a maid being supplied
for this purpose. Both the entu and the natitu were wealthy
and owned property.

They could either live in the gagum (cloister) adjoining the
temple or in their own houses. If they chose the latter they
were forbidden, on pain of being burned alive, to own or enter a
wine-shop, so great was the prestige the class had to maintain.

A study of the contract-literature of the period seems to
make it clear that just as an ordinary well-to-do citizen could
have a chief wife and many inferior ones as well as concu-
bines, so also the god would have his chief wife (entu), his
many inferior ones (natitu) and his concubines (zikru).

This latter class of consecrated women known as zikru
or zermashitu came immediately after the two varieties of
priestesses already mentioned. They, too, were well-to-do
and held in respect. The zikru or " vowed " woman is not
mentioned in religious literature, nor is zermashitu (seed-
purifying). Both of these temple harlots could marry and
bear children. The zikru appears to be slightly superior to the
zermashitu owing to the fact that in the laws relating to the

1 For further details of the Code see the articles on Babylonian law by
C, H, W. Johns in Ency. Brit., vol. iii, p. 115 et seq., and Ency. Eel. Eth,,
vol. vii, p. 817 et seq. Special reference should be made to J. Kohler and
A. Ungnad, Hammurabi s Gesetz, Leipzig, 1909, and finally the Bibliography of
p. 651 of the Cambridge Ancient History y vol. i, 1923.